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         OUR DAY

Quiet Work Stations/Large Muscle:  
As children are arriving, they become engaged in manipulative, cognitive, and language skill activities in the classroom with the teacher aide.  When our new  outdoor play-yard is ready, we will have it available for large motor activity upon arrival time as weather permits.   This gives the teacher the opportunity to greet each child and caretaker, parents time to visit for a bit, as well as each child, a fun relaxed entry into the day.  
Circle Time:
Children gather as a whole group at least once per day.  During this large group time, community is formed, ideas and happenings are shared.  Discussion about our “theme”, demonstrations and procedures for activities for the day take place.  Skills learned during large group include: listening, taking turns, sharing ideas, acceptance of other ideas, self control and following directions.  The P-4 classes work with the calendar.  They progress over the year learning patterns and numbers, the days of the week, months, year and seasons.  Circle time is also where the “special helper” is chosen, where we do singing and movement, science experiments, celebrate birthdays, read books, do show and tells and act out stories!
Center Time:  

A generous amount of time is provided for self chosen tasks during this period of the day.  Stations are arranged throughout the classroom which promote language (writing center, library, listening, scribes), math (manipulative, puzzle, blocks, sensory and game centers), science (sensory and science table, pets), Art (usually two activities available daily), Cooking (about 1x/mo), and social skills (dramatic play area as well as all areas where children interact).  Centers change content weekly (sometimes daily!) After “centers” all the kids help each other “clean-up”.  We use a triangle instrument as a signal as well as a song.
Bathroom and Snack Time:

The children use the bathrooms next door to our classroom.  An adult accompanies them at the beginning of the year, after awhile they are comfortable going with a partner.   We all wash up before snack time.  Snack is provided by parents on a scheduled basis and milk may be ordered through the school office.  We plan to do cooking as an in-class experience throughout the year and always welcome family members or other special guests to teach us about a favorite family food.  The kids say a prayer before eating and are expected to learn how to ask for and pass a basket, pour their beverage, and clean-up their space and tuck-in their chair when finished.  
Recess:

Preschoolers need to run, jump, climb and MOVE!  We go outside almost every day.  There is a big toy behind the main school as well as a covered area behind the church which we may utilize.  We are also lucky to have the option of indoor recess on the worst weather days in our new narthex or fellowship hall.  We also will have a sand box, carpentry bench, trikes, climber and a wonderful preschool garden area in our new play yard upon completion of the building project.  We will need lots of big and little volunteers to put all our equipment back together and create this new space!
Small Group Times:

In both classes, we break down the class into two small groups and the teaching assistant works with one group and the teacher with the other.  Sometimes children are less reluctant to speak out and share in a smaller setting; or are more inclined to listen.  It is also helpful to have a smaller group when working with skill building such as sorting or scissor use so the teachers can observe and work with each child.  

Chapel/Religion:

Hope Lutheran preschool and elementary school is a mission of Hope Lutheran Church.  Hope school welcomes all people regardless of church affiliation.  Throughout the year, in both classes, the children will hear Bible stories presented through puppets, flannel board, or picture books during our circle times.  Our goal is for children to know God as the Creator and that He speaks to us through His word; the Bible; to grow in understanding that Jesus died  and rose again because of His great love for us, to learn to show love for each other and to pray.  We also hope to instill a desire to help care for God’s creation and to celebrate God’s love in worship.

    The P-4 class attends an early childhood chapel with the Kindergarten class upstairs in the Sanctuary of the church.  This is led by our Youth Minister, Mr. Jeff Kranich twice each month and includes prayer and praise songs.  This is usually the last 15-20 minutes of the day and parents are always welcome to join us!  Until our church sanctuary is ready (February), we will have our chapel time in our classroom.  
